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2014
Happy Trails for All-Class Reunion Attendees
The 2014 All-Class Reunion will return to the Trails banquet facility in West
Lafayette this summer. The festivities will begin with a social hour at 5 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 8, and
be followed by dinner at 6. The Red Devil band will provide entertainment.
Jon Speaker, West Lafayette Alumni Association reunion chair, says returning to the Trails fulfills a wish
expressed by former reunion attendees. “The facility is a popular venue that can accommodate a large
number of people, so we hope more alumni than ever will mark their calendars and plan a summer trip to
West Lafayette.”
Tickets, which are $40 per person, can be ordered through the West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation
Web site at www.wlsef.org. For more information, contact Speaker at jon@speakerstrvl.com.

Alumni Association Awards Second Annual Scholarship
The West Lafayette Alumni Association has awarded its second annual Spirit of West Side scholarship to
two graduating seniors who have a passion for everything West Side. Brad Krause and Sarah Cai were each
awarded $500 at a West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation reception held prior to graduation May 23.
“This scholarship, funded through the generosity of our alumni, will support the continuing education of
two graduates who ooze school spirit,” says Jon Speaker, WLHSAA committee chair. “We had several worthy
applicants, but Brad and Sarah stood out for their active involvement and positive attitudes.”
The Spirit of West Side scholarship is one of several scholarships administered by the foundation, and the
Alumni Association hopes to raise even more support for it this year. To make a contribution, visit the foundation Web site at www.wlsef.org or contact April McClure at mcclurea@wl.k12.in.us.

West Side Story Breaks Fundraising Record in Support of Schools
Donors and guests helped raise more than $70,000 at West Side Story, the West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation annual fundraiser. The event took place March 29 at the Four Points by Sheraton in West
Lafayette.
The event, featuring dinner and dancing, along with both a live and silent auction, was enjoyed by all. “With
record breaking attendance and DJ Powder spinning the tunes, it was the most successful fundraiser to
date,” event co-chair Kelly Alge says. “New to the auction this year was the addition of WeDo silent auction
services. Guests could do all of their bidding weeks before the event by using their smart phones. We hope
alumni from all over the country will get in on the bidding action next year.”

Coveted auction items included trips to Disney
World and Ireland, weekend getaways, jewelry,
front row seats at graduation, and a performance
by the Conrad Bone band, made up of West Side
dads. Funds raised will support the foundation’s
ongoing mission to assist West Side Schools in
providing a premier public education. Initiatives
supported by the foundation include teacher
grants, the technology commons in the Jr.-Sr.
High School, the Backpack Program to fight
hunger, and the administration of scholarships
to graduating seniors.
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Foundation Surprises Teachers with Big Grant Checks
The West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation surprised four teachers this spring with
grants to support innovative classroom projects next year. Superintendent Rocky Killian, Sally
Downham Miller, WLSEF development director, and board members Kelly Alge and Mary Beth
Whitman popped in classrooms with balloons and big checks to announce the good news.
One of the fortunate recipients was fourth grade teacher Avery Brame, who received a $2,250
grant for her program Note to Notes: What do Poets and Jazz Musicians have in Common? The
award will fund classroom workshops featuring professional writers and jazz musicians. Students
will then write about their experiences, and share their work with the community with a poetry
reading.
Brame says the project is already underway and has received rave reviews. “We launched the
project with an amazing jazz concert featuring Lawrence Clark and the Old School Trio,” Brame says. “It was delightful to see fourth and
fifth graders tapping their feet and hands to keep time. They were completely absorbed in the music. Next Bob Sander, a professional
storyteller, will lead our students through the process of creating writing from the jazz music we heard.”
Another fourth grade teacher, Katie Dodds, plans to use her $438 grant to fund a science unit entitled Keeping Student Learning on Track.
It will use race cars and related hands-on experiences to reinforce concepts of relative motion, reference point, velocity, force, friction,
drag and thrust.
At the Jr.–Sr. High School, Frank Rogers received a $2,000 grant for his program called Utilizing 3-D Printers to Promote Engineering and
Technology Education. The equipment will transform student designs into something they can see in 3-D and hold in their hand. Groups
will create an entire product on the 3-D modeling software and then print a model of their creation.
Finally, English teacher Elizabeth Dixon will use her $1,850 grant for multimedia news stories about the Jr.-Sr. High School. Her project,
Multimedia Storytelling for Student Journalists in the 21st Century, will fund the purchase of high-quality recording equipment and software for producing stories and video for a school community Web site.
The foundation awards approximately $6,000 in teacher grants each year. To make a donation, contact April McClure, foundation secretary, at (765) 746-1602, or mcclurea@wl.k12.in.us.

Rise Above the Mark Debuts to Rave Reviews
Rise Above the Mark documentary, in which renowned educational policy makers appeal to lawmakers to abandon their emphasis
on high-stakes standardized testing, premiered to a full house at the Lafayette Theater in December. Viewers applauded the call to
create a new model for delivering a world-class education in U.S. Public Schools.
School administrators from around the country also viewed Rise Above the Mark at the National School Boards Conference and
the National State Superintendent’s Conference. Others saw it at Butler University’s Clowes Hall in Indianapolis, the University of
California at Santa Barbara and an elementary school in Chicago. Superintendent Rocky Killion says since the initial showings, the
foundation has been inundated with requests for copies of the documentary. “Since the premiere, we also have received scores of
requests for showings throughout the state and across the nation,” Killion says.“We also have received several requests for international showings including Demark, the Netherlands, and Finland,” the topic of implementing education reforms that have been
used by other countries to help them become the best education systems in the world is a grand conversation on an international
scale that we have started with Rise Above the Mark. ”
Plans are in the works to make DVDs available for purchase this summer. To request a showing or view a trailer of the documentary, go to www.riseabovethemark.com.

West Side Sports Get into the Swing of
Things this Spring
The West Lafayette winning sports tradition continued in full stride with both
the boys’ and girls’ track teams, the softball team and girls’ tennis team winning
conference this spring. It was the 15th straight girls Hoosier Conference track
and field title for West Side. The baseball team and boys’ golf team both finished
second in the conference.
The boys track team also won the sectional for the first time in nine years. Senior
William Mbongo advanced to state in the 300-meter hurdles and long jump,
while junior Jake Cohen advanced in the 1600. Sophomore Cooper Williams
advanced in the 3200 after setting the regional record and smashing a 43-year-old school record set by Steve Leatherman in 1971.
Sophomore twins Kristen and Lauren Johnson will represent the girls at state in the 1600 and 3200 respectively. They will be joined
by freshman Alex Deryn in the 300M hurdles and the 4x800 relay team.
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Dance Marathon Goes the Extra Mile for Riley Hospital
West Lafayette Dance Marathon (WLDM) exceeded its goal at the
high school this year by raising more than $11,000 for Riley Hospital
for Children. The yearlong student fundraising and event planning
efforts culminated in a continuous, five-hour event which blended
games, music, dancing, food, Riley family stories and philanthropy.
“Students were on their feet the entire marathon to stand for those
who can’t,” explains Sharon VanSickel, event sponsor. “It was a huge
success.”
WLDM began in the 2011-2012 school year as a vision of four
students, and has raised nearly $29,000 to date. From these funds,
60% is designated for cancer research and 40% for other programs for the general benefit of patients at Riley Hospital for Children
at IU Health in Indianapolis.
This year 80 students participated in fundraising and the celebratory event. When students were not learning the morale dance,
making cards for Riley Kids, or hearing stories from Riley families, they competed with their team in Minute to Win It style
contests and the annual dodgeball game.
Fundraising events conducted throughout the school year included carnival-style attractions at football and basketball games,
canning at sporting events, donation days at local restaurants, quarter raids at school, trick-or-treating and Christmas caroling for
donations, merchandise sales, and soliciting donations from friends and family.

Happy Hollow Hawks Meet Graphic Novelist
Happy Hollow has a long tradition of
welcoming a children’s author or illustrator every year. This spring, students
visited with best-selling graphic novelist
Ben Hatke. Although he currently lives
in Virginia, Hatke grew up in Lafayette,
making his visit and success story even
more special.
Hatke’s Zita Trilogy including Spacegirl,
Legends of Zita the Spacegirl, and The
Return of Zita the Spacegirl., is on the New
York Times bestselling list. His first picture
book with his own watercolor art, Julia’s
House for Lost Creatures, will be released
in the fall.
Hatke met with each grade level in separate
sessions, during which he explained his
writing process and the meshing of pictures
and words. He noted the importance of
gesture and how that can be conveyed
through drawing. He also shared the book
on which he is currently working, and
demonstrated how a story can be moved
forward through the subtleties of lines.

Both teachers and students found the
visit motivating. Fifth grade student Zoe
Lister said, “I thought it was inspiring
to lots of people who might want to be a
graphic novelist someday. I learned that if
you really work at it and practice you can
accomplish your goal.”
Basim Hussain, a 6th grader, was so
inspired by Hatke that he has started his
own graphic novel. “Ben made me feel like
anyone could write a graphic novel. He was
able to draw really cool stuff really fast. He
has such a happy outlook on life. It was
contagious.”
Fourth grade teacher, Katie Dodds, said she
always looks forward to welcoming a new
author.
“Author visits inspire everyone in the
audience,” Dodds said. “Many students go
back to the classroom feeling eager to get
their writers’ notebooks out to work on
a story. Students thinking about a future
career in writing are able to see that this is
a real possibility, and students who have

a book signed are left with a treasured
memory from someone that they consider
to be a celebrity. After a visit, I’m always
left thinking about ways in which I can
incorporate what I’ve learned from the
author into my teaching.”
Author visits are supported by the Hollow
Parent Council.
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Spotlight on the Thiel Brothers

WHERE ARE

Josh and Matt Thiel, who graduated in 1996 and 2001 respectively, used the knowledge and experience gained at West Side to launch impressive military careers. Josh continues to serve his country by commanding thousands of troops in Asia; Matt works as an investment banker after returning from
his fourth deployment.

JOSH THIEL
After his 1996 graduation from
West Lafayette High School,
Josh Thiel received an appointment to the United Stated
Military Academy at West
Point from which he graduated
in 2000 with a Bachelor of
Science in Economics. His first
assignment was in Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii, where he
served in the 25th Infantry
Division as a Rifle Platoon and Reconnaissance
Platoon Leader until he attended Special Forces
Assessment and Selection in 2004.
In 2005, Thiel graduated from the Special Forces
Qualification Course (SFQC) and was assigned
to 3rd Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group
(Airborne). While assigned to 3rd Battalion,
he completed his Masters in History of Low
Intensity Conflict from American Military
University. During this time, he deployed to
Papua, New Guinea, Iraq in 2006, Thailand, and
Iraq in 2008-2009.
Following his assignment at 1st Special Forces
Group, Thiel attended the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, where
he received a Masters in Defense Analysis of
Irregular Warfare. While assigned in Monterey,
he deployed to Malaysia as the U.S. military
representative on a United Nations evaluation
team for Peacekeeping Operations.
In April of 2011, Major Thiel was reassigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st Special Forces
Group and deployed to Afghanistan, where
he assumed command of Charlie Company
in Uruzgan Province. Upon redeployment from
Afghanistan, Major Thiel assumed the duties of
Operations Officer for 3rd Battalion, 1st Special
Forces Group (Airborne); in the conduct
of these duties he deployed the Battalion to
Korea. In May of 2013, Major Thiel deployed
to the Philippines for a Joint Special Operations
Task Force in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom.
One of his many commands of special significance was commanding a 417 man Special
Operations Task Force in Afghanistan in
2011. Conventional forces withdrew from

two provinces, and Major Thiel
was charged with pacifying the
provinces. Thiel explained that
during the 11 months of that
tour, “we reduced significant
enemy activity by 75% and
opened all 11 primary commerce
routes. Previously only two were
open.”
Major Thiel currently resides
in DuPont, Washington, just
outside of the Joint Base LewisMcChord, where he serves as the 1st Special
Forces Group (Airborne) Operations Officer.
He is responsible for the training of 3,000
soldiers and deployment of Special Operations
in Asia.
Major Thiel is married to Elizabeth A. Thiel of
Lafayette. They have a one-year-old son,
Andrew Q. Thiel. Thiel said his West Side education helped shape his devotion to his family and
country, and that he has fond memories.
“My favorite teacher during my elementary
years was Mrs. Mugg at Burtsfield and Happy
Hollow,” Thiel said. “Our common bond was
a love for the TV show MacGyver. We would
talk about the things he would make every
episode out of basic items. I think it was her
indirect way of stoking interest in science and
engineering. The missions and adventures we
raved about probably led to my current special
operations career. With 400+ tactical missions
under my belt, I wonder if I have more
episodes than the TV series!”
Major Thiel said Coach Lane Custer was a
significant influence during his high school
years. “He was my football and track coach, but
most importantly, year round he opened the
gym three mornings a week at 5:30. Morning
weights allowed us extra time to work towards
our individual and team goals, while developing relationships with friends that ARE
lasting my entire life. Coach Custer made
this environment fun, focused, and with friends.
Generations of River Rats will never be able to
thank him enough.”
Major Thiel said Richard Meister was his most
significant high school academic influence.
“His international relations class and current
events lunch time club unlocked my most
significant academic interest in high school and
life - world events,” Major Thiel said. “World
events have become a lifelong interest, passion,
and are essentially the foundation of my current
profession in special operations.
Mr. Meister was a true artist in his teaching
abilities, always guiding the class with critical thinking questions at just the right time in
just the right way to reveal the complexities of

the world through a myriad of lenses. He would
have loved my meetings with the US Ambassador to Papua, New Guinea and building
scenarios for UN Peacekeeping Operations
training with the Malaysians. His classes served
as a whetstone for my education that was to
follow. He was brilliant.”

MATT THIEL
After graduating from West Lafayette High
School in 2001, Matt followed in his brother’s
footsteps and received an appointment to West
Point where he earned his BS degree in Engineering Management in 2005. Upon graduation
Thiel was branched as an infantry officer and
sent to Fort Benning, Georgia, for the officer
basic course after which he completed airborne
and ranger school. His first duty station was
Fort Hood, Texas. Within two months he
deployed to Iraq. Upon his return to the United
States he was selected for special operations in
the 75th Ranger Regiment after which he served
two more tours
to Iraq and one
to Afghanistan.
During his last
nine months of
active duty he
helped develop
a new direct
commissioning
course for the
army, which
transitioned 90%
plus of the army’s
lawyers and
doctors.
After 5 ½ years in the military and four combat
deployments, Captain Thiel joined the private
sector where he is now working as an investment
banker for Stephens Energy Group, focusing on
the oil and gas industry, out of Dallas, Texas.
While in Dallas he received his MBA from
Southern Methodist University.
Matt fondly recalls memories of the ballpark and
old football field. “I think some of my favorite
memories from West Lafayette are of FOP field,”
Thiel said.- “Whether I was very young eating
snow cones or playing pickle with the other
kids while [older brother] Josh played, or later
when I was on the field myself, those summer
nights always had a special feel to them. In high
school, I was lucky enough to be one of the last
classes to get to play football on the old field
actually located at the school. Of all the places I
played, even in college, it is hard to compare to
that stadium being packed and having the fans
so close to the field.”
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Spotlight on the Ong Sisters

Like all siblings, Yi-Ping and Yi-Ching Ong have much in common and at the same time have carved their own paths in the academic world. Both
graduated from West Lafayette High School, Yi-Ping in 1995 and Yi-Ching in 1999. Both played the violin and piano exceedingly well. Both have gone
on to distinguished careers in academia.

YI-PING ONG
Since graduation, Yi-Ping Ong has distinguished herself as a scholar and teacher. Her
first stop was Columbia University where she
graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. in
Philosophy in 1999. This was followed by a
second B.A. in Philosophy and Theology from
Oxford University in 2001. Yi-Ping earned
three degrees from Harvard University: M.A.
in Philosophy in 2004, M.A. in English in 2006,
and a Ph.D. in English in 2009. Dr. Ong is
currently an assistant professor of the Humanities at Johns Hopkins University. Her teaching
focuses on nineteenth- and twentieth-century
literature and philosophy, reflecting interests
in the history and theory of the realist novel,
modernism, existentialism, and issues of justice
and ethics in contemporary literature.
Yi-Ping, the recipient of numerous
grants and fellowships, was selected
as one of fifty New
Faculty Fellows
in the humanities
nationwide in 2010
by the American Council of
Learned Societies.
She currently
serves as co-editor of Modern
Language
Notes and as a contributing editor to Ordinary
Language Philosophy and Literary Studies
Onlne. Yi-Ping is currently working on a book
entitled Literary Forms, Philosophical Uses:
Existentialism, Realism, and the Novel.
Yi-Ping currently resides in Baltimore with her
family, which includes her eight-month-old
daughter, Amaia.
Yi-Ping fondly recalls her education in West
Lafayette “We are incredibly fortunate to
have such wonderful, dedicated teachers in
the West Lafayette schools,” Yi-Ping says. “I
still remember my first grade teacher, Mrs.
Whitman, working with us individually on
reading. In the second grade, Mrs. Auter was
famous for having a real bathtub full of pillows
for us to read in during quiet periods. At
Burtsfield, my classmates and I participated
in NASA’s SEEDS project. We learned about
the electoral system when Mrs. Braile invited
us to “vote” in the 1988 presidential election,
and experienced the unforgettable Voyage of
the Mimi with Ms. Anderson. At WLHS, Mrs.
Gedney’s elegant use of language, Mr. Klumpe’s
talent for animating calculus, Mr. Mira’s enthu-

siasm for economics, Mr. Overley’s passion for
biology, Madame’s warmth and energy, Mrs.
Brooks’s dedication to music, and the efforts
of so many others had a lasting impact on all
of us.”

YI-CHING ONG
Graduating from West Lafayette High School in
1999 was only the beginning of a distinguished
path in academia for Yi-Ching Ong. Her
next stop was Harvard University where she
graduated summa cum laude in 2003 with an
A.B. in Biochemical Sciences. Yi-Ching then
became a Keasbey Scholar at Oxford University where she received a master of philosophy
degree in international development in 2005.
Her master’s dissertation research investigated
the sociopolitical and economic considerations
that have historically influenced infectious
disease policy in Southeast Asia. To follow,
was a Ph.D. in Microbiology and Immunology from Stanford University in 2010
where her doctoral research investigated
how the protozoan parasite Toxoplasma
gondii modulates host immune response,
with a focus on the molecular basis of
parasite strain-specific differences in infectious outcome. Outside of her dissertation
work at Stanford, she also participated
in extracurricular work on translational
research for neglected diseases. Yi-Ching
is currently doing postdoctoral work at
Princeton University in the Center for
Health and Wellbeing. In her postdoctoral
work, Yi-Ching plans to merge her research
interests in the molecular and macrosocial determinants of health to investigate
how infectious disease
dynamics are affected by
socioeconomic disparities. Yi-Ching currently
resides in New York City
with her husband.
When asked to reflect on
her memories of her West
Lafayette educational
experiences, Yi-Ching
spoke of looking forward
to the start of each new
school year. “Fall has
always been my favorite
season – not only for its
clear, crisp skies and vivid
foliage, but also because
for me it is so closely
associated with the feeling of new beginnings
and possibilities,” Yi-Ching said.” Growing
up in West Lafayette, I was always excited for
the start of a new school year – I even loved

the simple ritual of getting school supplies
and setting my crayon box (or later, binders/
notebooks/docket) in order every August. The
anticipation I felt was, in part, a testament to
the rich social community that thrived within
the WL schools – as we bonded through class
projects, lunchtime conversations over cafeteria
pizza, and extracurricular activities from
Odyssey of the Mind to orchestral chamber
groups, the friendships I made through my
years there were (and remain, although we are
scattered across the country) a very important
part of my life. But even with great friendships, school would not have been nearly as
enjoyable for me if it were not for the incredible
enthusiasm that the teachers brought to the
classrooms. Throughout my time in the WL
schools, I was lucky enough to have teachers
that encouraged learning and knew how to
bring out the joy in it. Our lessons were rarely
restricted to rote textbook learning – we were
encouraged to read for ourselves, exposed to
complicated material, given opportunities for
creative expression, and challenged to find
our own answers to puzzles. There are far too
many examples to cite fully, but here are just a
few that come to mind that other alumni may
also remember fondly: learning Logo on Apple
IIe computers at Cumberland, exploring U.S.
history through the artistic lens of ‘Along the
Heritage Trail’, the weekly trivia challenge at
Burtsfield, the multi-genre writing project in
Mrs. Gedney’s junior high English class, the
nervewracking but ultimately satisfying ‘qual
scheme’ lab in Mr. Guy’s analytical chemistry
class, and the many field experiments and
expeditions in Mr. Overley’s biology classes.”
Yi-Ching says her West Side
education has influenced her
current career. “My time in the
WL school system was an absolutely formative and foundational
experience, one that has stayed
with me in many ways as I have
gone on to a career involving
research and teaching,” she said.
“A great motivator for my research
is the feeling of being engaged in
continuous learning, and much of
that curiosity and profound love of
learning was instilled during my
early years in WL. Equally importantly, I experienced first-hand
how important and inspirational
it is to have teachers and mentors
who are fully dedicated to the
educational experience. In my career now, I
hope I’m living up to the standards of dedication and caring that were set for me years ago.”
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Hooray For Cumberland “Diffendoofer” Day!
Imagine students’ surprise when they entered Cumberland on February 28 and
found their school magically transformed into a “Diffendoofer” School!
The day before they had been getting ready to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday. The
very next day they were greeted by writing on the windows, crazy flowers, street
signs, Dr. Seuss posters, drawings, and whirligigs hanging from the ceiling! The
teachers were dressed in crazy costumes and the person who served as the principal said he was Mrs. Bowers’s brother (but some thought he was just pretending.)
Every school door had a special treat taped to it and a poem that must have been
written by Dr. Seuss himself. The zamboni machine looked like it had been
attacked by Horton the Elephant, and that crazy looking principal read Hooray for
Diffendoofer Day to all of the Cumberland classes.
Afterward, the students decided that Cumberland Elementary must be a “sister school” to the famous Diffendoofer School because the
schools are alike in many ways!
“We learn many, many things each day, and our teachers are creative and fun,” noted Principal Kim Bowers. “We work hard but it doesn’t
usually seem like work; we like to ask questions; we like to write stories and read books; we like to solve problems; we love to draw, paint,
sing and exercise; we love to play outside; we build things; we make things; we use our manners; and we smile almost 100% of the time!
Why, yes indeed...we are Cumberland a Diffendoofer School for sure 99 and 3/4% guaranteed!”
Bowers said the school is fortunate to have secret helpers in the school community who support the teachers, staff, administrative team,
and students. “They made us feel “diffendouferously” fantastic!”

West Side Students on the Write Track
Congratulations to winners of the 2014 Purdue High School Creative Writing Contest. Out of more than 500 entries from across Indiana,
nine were awarded prizes, four of which were given to West Side students! Winners included Alan Min, first place in essay; Emily Mack,
second place in short story; Sarah Gelvin, honorable mention in short story, and Natalie Weismiller, honorable mention in poetry.
Students enjoyed an exclusive reception with noted novelist Zadie Smith, who also served as the guest speaker at Purdue’s Literary Awards
Banquet. Teachers Jane Helton and Emily Ankenbruck were honored at the banquet along with their students.
In light of West Lafayette’s winning multiple awards in the annual contest for at least the past eight years, Purdue professor Christian
Knoeller commented, “This is becoming something of a ‘dynasty’ on the order of Connecticut women’s basketball!”
Not to be outdone, several students also received recognition for their entries in the Scholastic Writing Awards competition and the
Letters to Literature writing contest sponsored by the Library of Congress. Seventh grader Sarah Greenwell received a gold key for her
short story at the Scholastic ceremony at Butler University’s Clowes Hall. Seventh grader Emma Dickson and Melia Givan, Jenny Shao
and Cherin Kim received silver keys. At the State Library, Amanda Briggs received a third place award for her author letter, which was
selected from more than 1,000 entries. Hudson Gorup, Laurel Clark, Dennis Yoo, Anneliese Givan, Emma Dickson and Francis Shook
were state finalists.
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