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 If Success is built on 

              a strong  Foundation,
  Education is the cornerstone.

P R E S E R V I N G  A  P R E M I E R  P U B L I C  E D U C AT I O N

WEST LAFAYETTE SCHOOLS EDUCATION FOUNDATION

PRESERVING A PREMIER PUBLIC EDUCATION

As a West Lafayette 

alum or supporter, 

you have undoubt-

edly experienced 

firsthand the results 

of a world-class education. West Side delivers a curriculum 

designed to develop students who are lifelong learners and 

engaging members of a global society. This is supported by 

committed teachers, staff and parents.

Foundation for Continued Success

The West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation is 

dedicated to supporting success for current and future 

generations of West Side students. From teacher grants 

and college scholarships, to technology renovation projects 

and awareness campaigns like the Rise Above the Mark 

documentary, the foundation is working hard to preserve a 

premier public education. 

Keep Your Red Devil Pride Alive

We look to you for help in creating a world-class educational 

legacy that will keep West Lafayette 

schools vibrant for years to come. Please 

consider filling out the attached form and 

mailing it with your tax-deductible gift 

today. 

“World events have become a lifelong interest, passion, and are essentially 
the foundation of my current profession in Special Operations. Mr. 
Meister was my most significant high school academic influence. He 
was a true artist in his teaching abilities, always guiding the class 
with critical thinking questions at just the right time to reveal the 
complexities of the world through a myriad of lenses. His classes served 
as a whetstone for my education that was to follow.”

Josh Thiel, WLHS Class of 1996
Graduate of the United States Military Academy at West Point with a B.S. in Economics
Masters in History of Low Intensity Conflict from the American Military University
Masters in Defense Analysis of Irregular Warfare from the Naval Postgraduate School

Currently a Major in the United States Army, 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne) Operations Officer

“My time in the West Lafayette school system was an 
absolutely formative and foundational experience, one 
that has stayed with me in many ways as I have gone on 
to a career involving research and teaching”.  

“A great motivator for my research is the feeling of being 
engaged in continuous learning, and much of that 
curiosity and profound love of learning was instilled 
during my early years in West Lafayette. I experienced 
firsthand how important and inspirational it is to 
have teachers and mentors who are fully dedicated to 
the educational experience.”

Yi-Ching Ong, WLHS Class of 1999
A.B. in Biochemical Sciences from Harvard University
Master of Philosophy degree in International Development from Oxford University
Ph.D. in Microbiology and Immunology from Stanford University 
Currently doing postdoctoral work at Princeton University in the Center for Health and Wellbeing

 Lifelong Continued

Success
“We are incredibly fortunate to have such wonderful, 
dedicated teachers in the West Lafayette schools. I still 
remember my first grade teacher working with us 
individually on reading. Her devotion and the efforts 
of so many others had a lasting impact on all of us.”

Yi-Ping Ong, WLHS Class of 1995
B.A. in Philosophy Columbia University
B.A. in Philosophy and Theology from Oxford University
M.A. in Philosophy, M.A. in English, Ph.D. in English from Harvard University
Currently Assistant Professor of the Humanities at Johns Hopkins University



In the spring of 2010, West Lafayette 
residents made education a top priority. 
By an overwhelming margin, they 
passed a property tax referendum to 
maintain basic financial support for 
West Side schools.

Their affirmation will keep schools 
temporarily functioning at basic 
operating levels despite the critical 
funding crisis facing schools throughout 
Indiana.  

Yes!  I have Red Devil Pride and want to help the  
West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation preserve  
academic excellence. Please accept my tax-deductible gift of:

Level of Giving:

_ $10,000

_ $5,000 

_ $1,000

_ $500

_ $250

_ $100

Other ____________________________

____  I would like to consider the West Lafayette Schools 

Education Foundation in my estate planning.

Make checks payable to: WLSEF or donate online at: WLSEF.ORG
To pay by credit card, complete the information below.

Name ________________________________________

Email  ________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Street ________________________________________

City ____________________ State  _____ Zip _________

Payment Type:
Credit Card Type _________________________________  

Number _______________________________________  

Expiration Date ____________ Security Code ___________

For more information, contact: 

West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation

1130 North Salisbury St., West Lafayette, Indiana  47906-2447 

(765) 269-4007         FAX (765) 746-1644          WLSEF.ORG

Cut and include with payment

As much as the referendum funds help, they 
will expire in 2017 and are not a long-
term guarantee for continued excellence.  
Please consider a tax-free gift so the West 
Lafayette Schools Education Foundation can 
preserve the success you enjoyed and future 
generations deserve.

Sound fiscal management 
and community support 
have enabled the West 
Lafayette Community School 
Corporation to maintain high 
educational standards despite 
dwindling state resources.  
The past year alone, the total state funding for public education 
has decreased from 2.7% to 2.2%. Public schools will continue 
to receive fewer resources due to an increase in vouchers, which 
divert tax money to private and parochial schools.  WLCSC has not 
lost one student to vouchers, yet funding is being decreased from 
$6,500 to $4,800 per student.

Meanwhile during the past seven  years, 
West Lafayette schools have cut annual 
expenditures by nearly $1.5 million. At 
the same time, student enrollment has 
increased by more than 400 students. 
Even though the community approved 
a referendum rate of $0.43 per $100 of 
assessed valuation in 2010, the corporation 
has been able to maintain a referendum rate 
of $0.37. Consequently, West Side schools are 

doing more with less.

let’s talk a little about success...

Commitment + Time + Practice 

+ Talent + Teamwork = Excellence. The girls’ soccer team 
demonstrated this formula by winning 
their first state championship in 2014. 
They also advanced to the semi-state level 
the previous two years.

The choirs at West Lafayette Jr./Sr. High 
School also received  state recognition by 
earning the Indiana State School Music 
Association All School Choral Award for 

2013-2014. The junior high women and the Chorale 
both earned Gold with Distinction – ISSMA’s highest possible rating.

In addition to performing at adjudicated events and school concerts, the West 
Lafayette choirs performed at Ball State University, Anderson University, and in 
New York City.

Congratulations to the West Lafayette girls’ soccer team, the choirs, and the 
hundreds of students who excel in extracurricular activities. Their outstanding 
achievements are one factor in the equation for school excellence.

Success
Is a Priority

Other recent West Side honors include: 

• A gold medal from US News and World Report

• Ranked #1 Public School in Indiana and 51st in the nation for STEM 

Education by US News & World Report

• The only Four-Star school district in Indiana 

• AP District of the Year Award by College Board

• Highest percentage of semi and national merit finalists  

in the state from 2010-2013

• 100% graduation rate in 2014

Cut and include with payment

We Need Your

Help

  More

Success
for Your Money

Commitment with Honors

Success


