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On Friday, May 27, at 7:00 P.M. one hundred sixty-three 
students donned the traditional scarlet and gray gowns and 
joined their family and friends in the West Lafayette High 
School Berbarian Gymnasium to commemorate their high 
school graduation.  

The graduation ceremony included addresses by the salutatorian 
and valedictorians.  Those students and their chosen colleges are 
as follows: Salutatorian Haley Nelson (Purdue University) and 
valedictorians Teresa Anderson (Purdue University), Shannon 

Berry (Purdue University), Alexander Bouman (California 
Institute of Technology), Christopher Cooper (Purdue Univer-
sity), Cindy Dong (Case Western Reserve University), John 

Folkers (Purdue University), Marie-Claire Hazbun (George-
town University), Alexander Hummels (University of Chicago), 
Matthew Lim (Purdue University), Raeya Ogas (Northeastern 
University), Jordyn Whaley (Purdue University), and Margaret 

Wodicka (Johns Hopkins University).

The program included remarks by Board of Trustees President 
Alan Karpick and teacher Mrs. Leslie Smyser. Principal Ronald 
Shriner presented the diplomas.  

As usual, the majority of graduates are choosing to extend their 
education beyond high school. 79% will be attending a 4-year 
institution and 9% a 2-year college. In addition, one student 
will be joining the military, another the AmeriCorps NCCC, 
and a few will be traveling.

West Lafayette High School was well represented in the 2016 
National Merit Scholarship program.  Ten students were finalists: 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

The West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation adminis-
ters many scholarships on behalf of numerous benefactors. 
The students receiving these awards at a ceremony and social 
gathering. 

The Bernarr Folta Memorial Scholarship for Writing was 
given to Shane Guenin.

Luke Ritchie received the Donald Bain Memorial Scholarship.

The Lauren M. Wastl Memorial Scholarship went to Brendan 

Adams and Erika Costello.

The Steven J. Sullivan Memorial Scholarship recipient was 
Paul Siciliano.

Teresa Anderson was awarded the Christopher G. Cline 

Memorial Scholarship.

The Bajaj Family Robotics Scholarship was awarded to Haley 

Nelson.

The West Lafayette Starter Scholarship went to Brendan 

Adams, Tori Rosa and Aspen Vanderwielen.

The W.I.P.P. Scholarship recipient was Nick Pearson.

Margaret Wodicka and Cooper Williams received the Memo-

rial Athletic Scholarship.

The Gordon Straley Memorial Scholarship 
was awarded to Shannon Berry and Jack 

Folkers.

The Lauren M. Wastl Volleyball Scholarship 
was awarded to Lydia Baker.

The WLHS Alumni Association Scholarship 
was awarded to Alex Hummels and Gabrielle 

Truitt.

Establishing scholarships to honor someone past 
or present is a thoughtful and generous way to 
memorialize extraordinary people forever. Thanks 
for those who made this commitment and to those 
students who exemplified traits worthy of these 
memories.

Daniel Afolabi, Brian Chen, Kathleen 

Givan, Alexander Hummels, Katherine 

Mao, Haley Nelson, Raeya Ogas, Luke 

Ritchie, Margaret Wodicka, and Minnie 

Yang.

Congratulations to these young men and 
women and thank you to the many adults – 
teachers, family, and friends – who played a 
role in the lives of these young people.
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Alex Hummel and Gabrielle Truitt with Alumni 

Association representative, Brad Cohen.
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STEPHANIE KLEINE-AHLBRANDT ’88
Political science, foreign affairs, and human rights are the career path of 1988 graduate Stephanie Kleine- 
Ahlbrandt.   

A 1992 summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa graduate from Indiana University, Stephanie completed her 
undergraduate studies with a double major in Political Science and French. As a college senior she attended 
the Institute of Political Studies at the University of Strasbourg, France, for which she received a Certificate in 
Political Science. She received her master’s degree with Highest Distinction in International Relations from 
the Graduate Institute of International Studies, University of Geneva, Switzerland in 1994 and a Certificate in 

Advanced Mandarin Chinese from the University of California-Berkeley Inter-University Program for Chinese Language Studies at 
Tsinghua University, Beijing, China in 2014. 

For the last 20 years Kleine-Ahlbrandt has accepted assignments all over the globe, most under the umbrella of the United Nations, 
dealing with human rights and humanitarian law. Currently Kleine-Ahlbrandt is the Finance Expert for the United Nations Panel of 
Experts on North Korea for the United Nations Security Council, which involves monitoring and investigating alleged sanctions viola-
tions as mandated by Security Council resolutions related to North Korea.

While a student at WLHS, Ms. Kleine-Ahlbrandt participated in diving, cross country and track, gymnastics, debate, yearbook, and 
photography. 

TOBIAS (TOBY) J. MOSKOWITZ ’89
Dr. Moskowitz received a B.S. in industrial management/industrial engineering from Purdue University in 1993. 
As an undergraduate, Moskowitz was a Peterson-Lawrence Fellow, served on the School of Management Council, 
was president of the Industrial Management Student Association, and elected to Phi Beta Kappa and Golden 
Key. Dr. Moskowitz continued at Purdue as a Krannert Scholar and earned his M.S. in finance in 1994. His Ph.D. 
in Finance was awarded from UCLA in 1998 where he was the recipient of an Anderson Fellowship, won the 
outstanding third year paper award, and obtained a Dissertation Fellowship.

Currently, Toby holds the Dean Takahashi Chaired Professorship in Finance at Yale University and was formerly 
the Fama Family Professor of Finance at the University of Chicago Booth School of Business from 1998 - 2016.  

He has won numerous awards for his academic research. His work has been cited in the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, Finan-
cial Times, US News and World Report, Money Magazine, and other print media. His numerous television appearances include CNBC’s 
Closing Bell and Squawk Box, CNN, FOX, Bloomberg, and HBO’s Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel. His work was cited in a 2005 speech 
by former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan.

In 2011, he wrote the New York Times best-seller Scorecasting: The Hidden Influences Behind How Sports are Played and Games are Won. 
He also co-authored a children’s book, The Rookie Bookie, in the Fall of 2015.

Toby was the captain of the tennis team and a member of National Honor Society. His memories of high school include friends, 
academics, that it was OK to be “smart”, and his “attempt at a sweet Andre Agassi mullet.

MICHAEL J. WARREN ’85
Michael Warren has built a career in financial services, international business, and government policy. In 2010 
he was appointed by President Obama to serve as a member of the Board of Directors of the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation. During the first term of the Obama Administration, he served as Senior Advisor 
in the White House Presidential Personnel Office. He was also a member of the Obama-Biden Presidential 
Transition as co-lead for the Treasury and Federal Reserve agency review teams. During the Clinton Adminis-
tration, Warren served in the White House as Executive Director of the National Economic Council and at the 
U.S. Department of Labor in the Office of the Secretary. 

Warren graduated from Yale University and from Balliol College, University of Oxford, where he was a 
Rhodes Scholar.  While at WLHS, he was a member of student council, debate, National Honor Society, and 
was a member of basketball, track and cross country teams. Amazingly, he is still the current record holder in 
the 400m at WLHS. 

The West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation is pleased to announce the second Wall of Pride 

Class. The 2-day event will begin with an evening reception on Thursday, September 15, and conclude 

with and an all-day event at the high school on Friday, September 16, when the inductees will have the 

opportunity to meet with individual classes before addressing the juniors and seniors in the auditorium. 

Meet this year’s class.

2016 WALL OF PRIDE INDUCTEES



JAMES GUY - EDUCATOR
The first educator to be named to the Wall of Pride is Jim Guy. 

Mr. Guy received his bachelors of science degree from Purdue University in 1957 where he was a member of 
Delta Rho Kappa and Phi Lambda Upsilon, the National Chemistry Honor Society. 

While pursuing his master’s in education degree at Purdue, Mr. Guy was a Teaching Assistant and Instructor of 
freshman chemistry and also a residence hall counselor and faculty advisor.  

Upon obtaining his master’s degree in 1960, Mr. Guy began his teaching career of 39 years at West Lafayette High 
School, beginning in September 1960 and ending in June 1999. During his tenure he taught first year Experi-

mental Chemistry, Advanced Chemistry Analytic, Advanced Chemistry Organic, Advanced Chemistry AP. Early in his career he worked 
as a counselor for nine summers for the National Science Foundation Summer Institute for High School Students at Indiana University.  

Mr. Guy was awarded the Golden Apple Award for excellence in teaching in 1988, the first year of the program. He was also Honorable 
Mention Indiana Teacher of the Year in 1968, earned the Indiana Society of Professional Engineers Recognition Certificate in 1962, and 
the Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society Certification of Recognition.  

Mr. Guy’s lasting legacy is his professionalism and excellence in the classroom. He was intelligent, prepared, inspiring, innovative, and 
fair, and thousands of students recognized their fortune of experiencing this master teacher.

When former West Lafayette students are asked to share memories of favorite teachers or best educational experiences in the West Lafay-
ette Schools, Guy’s name is mentioned frequently.

W. NEIL EGGLESTON ’71
A 1971 graduate, Warren Neil Eggleston went on to earn a bachelor’s degree from Duke University in 1975 and 
then a Juris Doctor degree in 1978 from the Northwestern University School of Law. 

He has represented some of the nation’s highest-profile public figures, including the former White House Chief 
of Staff in the prosecution of the former governor of Illinois, the Office of the President of the United States in 
the Whitewater/Lewinski investigation, a Secretary of Labor in an independent counsel investigation, a Secretary 
of Transportation in a U.S. Department of Justice investigation, and U.S. senators in ethics inquiries. Eggleston’s 

practice focuses on the defense of corporations and individuals in civil and criminal fraud-related matters, internal investigations, and 
securities fraud defense. 

From 1993 to 1994, Eggleston served in the White House as Associate Counsel to President Clinton. He also served as Deputy Chief 
Counsel to the U.S. House of Representatives Select Committee to Investigate Covert Arms Transactions with Iran, from (1987-1988), as 
well as an Assistant U.S. Attorney (1981-1987) and chief appellate attorney for the Southern District of New York (1986-1987).

In 2007, Eggleston represented Sara Taylor, who was a White House Political Affairs Director in the George W. Bush administration, 
during an inquiry from a congressional oversight committee into the Dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy and other Bush policies that 
Democrats believed had politicized the work of federal agencies.

In 2009, Eggleston represented then-Obama chief of staff Rahm Emanuel during the prosecution of Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich. 
Around that same time, he also represented then-Senator Kent Conrad during a congressional ethics inquiry into a mortgage he had 
received from Countrywide Financial.

In 2014 he became White House Counsel to President Obama.

While a WLHS student, Eggleston served as student council president, editor of Trident, member of National Honor Society, Boys’ State 
representative, listed in the Society of Outstanding American High School Students, and played basketball and golf.

ROBERT KRIEBEL ’50
Award-winning journalist and historian Bob Kriebel graduated from West Lafayette High School in 1950. 

Bob’s basketball prowess resulted in a basketball scholarship to Tulane University in New Orleans where he received a bachelor’s degree 
in journalism in 1954. Upon graduation Bob served two years in counterintelligence with the U. S. Army. In 1956, he returned to 
Tippecanoe County to work for the Lafayette Leader and in 1957 began his 36-year career 
with the Journal & Courier where he served as a reporter and editor. After retiring in 1993, 
he continued to write a weekly column about local history called “Old Lafayette,” which 
appeared in the paper until 2011, a 34-year run.  

Kriebel wrote 13 books, many on Greater Lafayette and Purdue University history, and was a 
frequent public speaker. In 1975, he was named to the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame Silver 
Anniversary Team, and in 2006 he was inducted into the Indiana Journalism Hall of Fame.

While a West Side Red Devil, Bob participated in basketball, baseball, football, and track. He 
scored 1,151 points, setting a WLHS record that held for 66 years and ended in 2016. Besides 
being involved in athletics, Kriebel served as Senior Class President, was in the National 
Honor Society, and belonged to several clubs. 

Robert C. Kriebel died September 28, 2014, at the age of 81.
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I am happy to report that the West Lafayette Community School Corporation  (WLCSC) continues to 
academically surpass all state and national standards. Because of our highly qualified staff, and with 
the continuous support of our community, WLCSC’s students and graduates continue to shine with 
stellar distinction and honors including the highest SAT and ACT scores in the state, nearly a 100% 
graduation rate, and over 10% of each graduating class identified as semi-national and/or national 
merit scholars. Also, www.BusinessInsider.com just named WLCSC as the best school district in the 
state. 

If we wish to continue this tradition of excellence, we need to continue to bridge the funding gap 
caused by state budget cuts (nearly $1,400 per student over the past six years), and we also need to 

New Elementary School

Jim Guy Education Wing

Richard Wachs Aquatic Center

A Letter from the Superintendent: 20/20 Vision

improve our K-12 
facilities. The last 
major facilities’ 
improvements 
occurred in 1996. 

With the help of a 47-member task force, WLCSC 
administration and staff are working on a nearly 
$50 million facility improvement plan that will be 
presented to the WLCSC Board of School Trustees 
sometime this fall. This plan was presented to the 
WLCSC community through five community 
forums. Of those who attended these forums, 
nearly 85% of attendees indicated their support of 
the concepts listed below.

I anticipate by the year 2020 the WLCSC facilities 
improvements will be completed that will include a 
new Happy Hollow Elementary School, the Richard 
Wachs Aquatic Center, the Jim Guy Education 
Wing, the Bob Kelly Performing Arts Center, the 
addition of new classrooms at all schools to support 
an increase in student enrollment of nearly 300 
students over the past five years, an Early Child-
hood Center, and if funding is available, a new 
athletic facility at Straley Field. For more infor-
mation about the facilities plans, go to the West 
Lafayette Community Schools website and under 
the Corporation tab find "Facilities Plan."

In the spring of 2017, should the WLCSC commu-
nity continue to support additional funding needed 
to keep teachers and maintain our awarding 
winning academics, arts, music, co- and extra-cur-
ricular programs, the construction process will 
begin. I hope you will become involved in this 
process so we can continue to create a wonderful 
future for all WLCSC students. Can you see it? Join 
me in ensuring the fruition of the 20/20 vision for 
WLCSC so we can continue to provide all WLCSC 
students with a world-class education. Thank you in 
advance for supporting these initiatives.  

Dr. Rocky Killion

Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Rocky Killion



A Valedictorian Trio
James and Mary Jo Wodicka moved to West Lafayette in 1988 and have seen all three of their 
children attend West Lafayette Schools from kindergarten to 12th grade. With daughter Maggie’s 
graduation in May 2016, she is the final child of James and Mary Jo to finish her high school career 
in West Lafayette.  But the Wodicka children did more than just attend WL schools, they excelled 
both athletically and academically. Maggie finished on top just like her brothers James and Daniel 
before her, as valedictorian.

James Wodicka was valedictorian in the class of 2007. He was an outstanding three sport athlete and 
was chosen as a National Football Foundation Scholar Athlete. He went on to attend Case Western 
University where he graduated cum laude with a degree in biomedical engineering. James played 
defensive back for Case Western’s football team and led his team in interceptions his senior year. 
James was married in 2015 and is currently in the combined MD/PhD physician–scientist training 
program at IU School of Medicine. He is also completing his PhD degree in Biomedical Engineering 
at Purdue. In his free time he helps coach the defensive backs for the West Lafayette football team.

Daniel Wodicka was valedictorian in the class of 2010. He also was a standout three sport athlete and a National Football Foundation 
Scholar Athlete as well as being chosen Indiana Mr. Football. Daniel led the West Lafayette High School football team to the 3A state 
championship in 2009.  He continued his academic and athletic career at Johns Hopkins University where he graduated with a degree in 
biomedical engineering. Daniel was a standout football player at Johns Hopkins and set team records for single-season and career recep-
tions and is one of the most decorated Blue Jay football players in school history. He is currently pursuing a career in coaching. He spent 
two years at Johns Hopkins coaching wide receivers and was hired in April of 2016 as the running backs coach and video coordinator at 
Northern Michigan University.

Maggie Wodicka was valedictorian in the class of 2016. She played basketball and participated in track and field while at West Lafayette. 
Maggie was the starting shooting guard and top scorer for West Lafayette’s  girl’s basketball team. This team had the best win-loss record 
in school history. Maggie will attend Johns Hopkins University this fall and major in Applied Math and Statistics. She will also be a 
student-athlete on the basketball team.

SPOTLIGHT ON ALUMNI

Daniel, Maggie and James Wodicka

The West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation and the family of Christian Burns have established a memorial scholarship to honor the life of 
one of West Side’s own.  It is our hope that Christian’s legacy will aid the community in finding comfort in the midst of tragedy.  

The following is a letter written by Alex Burns ’07, the older brother of Christian Burns and appeared in the June 17, 2016 edition of the Journal & Courier.

The True Definition of Community

As my studies came to an end, many of my friends and classmates discussed future plans.  After explaining I was moving back to my 
hometown, I was often asked, “Why do you want to move back to West Lafayette? Didn’t you grow up there? Don’t you want to live 
somewhere new and different, or in a big city?”  As the first priority of many classmates was to leave their hometowns, returning to 
this community was always mine. 

According to Webster, community may be simply defined as: a group of people who live in the same area.  The Greater Lafayette area 
however, is much more than a place where a group of people happen to live.

Two weeks ago, on May 31, my brother Christian Thomas Burns was killed in a car crash.  Over the past two weeks the abundant 
kindness, overwhelming love, and endless stream of support this community has shown my family is truly incredible.  It is as much 
a testament to the strength and character of our community, as it is to the strength and character of my brother Christian.  Our 
community is much more than just a place to live, it embodies a more appropriate definition: a feeling of fellowship and common 
character.  

My family and I will never truly possess the words necessary to fully express our gratitude.  As 
we remember Christian, we will never forget how this community embodied true fellowship and 
strength of character in helping the Burns family through this most difficult time. My brothers 
Christian and Stewart ’09, sister Sarah ’12, and I were all raised in West Lafayette.  We are proud 
to call this community our home.

Love and gratitude,
Alex Burns
West Lafayette, Indiana 



Williams also won the Robert S. Hinshaw Mental 

Attitude Award in boys track.

Dylan Williams, Cooper Williams, Evan Johnson, 

and Mitchell Curl ran a school record to win their 

second consecutive IHSAA1 4x800 title.

Softball had a great season with a final record of 17-10 and lost in the first 
round of sectionals to a strong Western team!

Coach Chauncey Fry says the team will miss the five seniors that graduated, but 
are looking forward to the upcoming season!

Three players were named All-Hoosier Conference, 
including Spencer Ronchetto, Paul Siciliano 

(pictured), and Luke Touloukian.

 The Red Devils baseball team finished with a 17-12 
records for the season.

Cooper Williams won the Indiana Sports Awards 

boys track athlete of the year and was named the 

Journal & Courier male student athlete of the year. 

SPRING SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

100m Dash Daniel Afolabi 10.67

800m Run Cooper Williams 1:49.97

1600m Run Cooper Williams 4:13.00

3200m Run Evan Johnson 9:08.04

Sprint Medley 
Relay

Nate Merriott(11.7),  
Jack Folkers(10.7),  
Daniel Afolabi(22.1), 
Cooper Williams(49.7)

1:34.92

1600m Relay

Jack Folkers(51.5),  
Dylan Williams(50.9),  
Mitchell Curl(50.3), 
Cooper Williams(47.9)

3:20.86

3200m Relay

Dylan Williams(1:58.3),  
Evan Johnson(1:56.0),  
Mitchell Curl(1:56.4),  
Cooper Williams(1:52.7)

7:44.45

6400m Relay

Dylan Williams (4:25.73),  
Mitchell Curl (4:30.19),  
Evan Johnson(4:14.13),  
Cooper Williams (4:10.41)  
#1 in State of Indiana

17:20.46

Distance 
Medley Relay

Cooper Williams(3:02.01),  
Mitchell Curl(51.65),  
Dylan Williams(1:58.57),  
Evan Johnson(4:12.78)  
#2 in State of Indiana

10:05.02

Record-Breaking Track Season



90's

Class Notes

Where  
are  

they?

Janet Torrey Schultz ‘76 – A former West 
Side Valedictorian, Janet was inducted 
into the University of Chicago Athletics 
Hall of Fame. She was a three-sport star 
in volleyball, basketball and softball. She 
came to Chicago in 1977 as one of two 
Dudley Scholarship recipients and, in 
her freshman year, was a member of the 
softball team that won the 1977 IAIAW 
state championship. Torrey was a two-time 
volleyball MVP and one-time basketball 
MVP. She also holds the No. 8 career 
scoring average (11.5 PPG) in women’s 
basketball history. 

Tom Speaker ‘57 – Tom founded 

Speaker’s Travel and Lion and Lamb 

Journeys in West Lafayette 30 years ago 

and is also the author of four published 

novels. His Amazon author link is: http://

amazon.com/author/thomas39. His three 

sons, Jon, Thomas, and Brian are also 

West Lafayette alumni. Jon took over 

as the owner and operator of the family 

companies and Thomas and Brian both 

live in Queens, NY with their families. 

Tom and his wife Rosemary have been 

married for 48 years and are beloved 

grandparents to six grandchildren. 

50's

70's

Christina (Wade) Miller ‘03 – 
Christina was recently promoted 
to Business Application Delivery 
Manager within the Retail 
Payments Office at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta. Christina 
lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
with her husband and one-year-old 
son, Graham. They are expecting 
their second child in March.

00's

Richard Bossung ’54 – Dick retired 

from teaching and coaching for 

WLSCS in 2002.  44 years of Health 

Education and Driver Education was 

enough.  He is currently working as a 

Talent Statistician for college football 

and basketball with ESPN, Fox, and 

Big Ten Network and continues to 

live in West Lafayette.

Alan Karpick ’78 is publisher 

of Gold and Black Illustrated/

GoldandBlack.com a Purdue 

sports publication/website. 

Alan lives in West Lafayette 

with wife Amy and two WL 

grads Hayley ’15 and Reid ’13, 

who are currently studying at 

Purdue. He has served on the 

school board since 2006.

Janelle (Siebert) Wade ’98 – Janelle is the Deputy Treasurer 
for West Lafayette Community 
School Corporation.  Janelle and 
her husband, Matt, have four boys – two are school-age and 
current West Side students.

John Fry ’99 – John works 

at Purdue University as an 

Internal Information Systems 

Auditor. He lives in West 

Lafayette with his fiancée, 

Katherine Holaday, and two 

sons, Jackson (WL class of 

2024) and Archer (WL class 

of 2027).



Carrick Terhune ‘12 – Carrick still has one 

semester to complete until she graduates from 

Purdue. She will be graduating in December 

with a degree in professional writing, minors 

in American Studies and Communications, 

and the Certificate in Entrepreneurship. Post-

graduation Carrick plans to attend graduate 

school for Strategic Communications in Hong 

Kong where she recently studied abroad. 

Elena Sparger ‘12 – Elena graduated from 
Purdue last December with a BA in English and moved to Mill Valley, CA to work for a tech company called Glassdoor. She interned 

with them during the summer of 2015 and was offered a job with their Recruiting department when she graduated. Although 
she definitely didn’t realize it at the time, she 
believes that her time at West Side played a 
huge part in where she is today. “I’m more than grateful to have come from such an amazing place! Thanks so much for all the hard work you do keeping WLSC such a great school corporation and community!”

Luke Burley ‘12 – Luke graduated from 

Purdue in Mechanical Engineering. He is 

now beginning his career with a consulting 

engineering firm called Applied Engineering 

Services located on the north side of 

Indianapolis. This company specializes in MEP 

design for new buildings and renovation. They 

also do many projects for higher education in 

the area. Luke has already worked on a few 

projects at Purdue, one at IUPUI, and one at the 

Indy Airport, all during his first week of work! 

Wylie Gorup ‘12 – Wylie graduated from 
The University of Texas, in Austin, with a BS in Civil Engineering from the Cockrell School of Engineering. She is moving to Dallas to work for the Civil Engineering firm known as Freese and Nichols in stormwater design and management.

Jake Weiss ‘12 – Jake graduated 

from Vanderbilt with a degree in 

history and English. He is planning 

on going to law school, but is 

taking a year off to clerk at a 

securities litigation firm in Nashville.

Mayfawny Bergmann ‘12 – Mayfawny 

just graduated from Purdue University 

in math and statistics and will be staying 

for a 5th year to pursue her masters in 

applied statistics next year. She plans to 

be an actuary or “math nerd for insurance 

companies”. She sends her blessings to 

the West Lafayette community!

Lauren Connell ‘12 – Lauren graduated from the University of Michigan with a degree in Communication Studies, where she was also a four-time Big Ten Champion on the softball team. She is now an Account Manager for 
Gartner in Fort Myers, Florida.

Marley Still ‘12 – Marley just received her associates degree in elementary education! She will be finishing her degree at Weber State University in “good old Utah”.  

Spencer Skees ‘12 – Spencer graduated 
from Valparaiso University with a degree in 
Mathematics and Secondary Education. He 
is currently pursuing several high school job 
opportunities in Chicago, most likely in an 
urban low income school. “Pretty stoked”. 

Haley Arndt ‘13 – Haley is currently at Ford 

Motor Company interning for this summer in 

their Global Advanced Product Management 

creating the market research for the future 

line of Ford vehicles! She recently returned 

from interning this Spring Semester in the 

Communications Office for the Indiana State 

Senate in the Democratic Caucus. She then 

spent the fall semester of 2015 in New 

Zealand studying abroad at the University 

of Canterbury! She is “so excited for (her) 

upcoming graduation from Purdue’s Krannert 

School of Management. I’m graduating with a 

concentration in Marketing and International 

Business with minors in Dance, Art History, and 

Political Science!” Haley is also involved with a 

group on campus called Women in Business. 

This group holds a conference in March every 

year about promoting female empowerment 

in college and in the professional realm. 

She would love to invite West Lafayette 

upperclassmen to attend if interested.

Will DeBoer ‘10 – Will works as a graduate 

assistant in Broadcasting and Production at 

Columbus State University, a Division II school in 

Columbus, Georgia and is pictured with David 

Brunk ‘76, commissioner of the Peach Belt 

Conference. When the two alums found out they 

went to the same high school they were in disbelief; 

what a small world! It is fascinating to see people 

who have the same roots each growing along 

somewhat similar paths.  

10's

Evy Johnson ‘12 – Evy graduated 

from IU with a degree in informatics 

and linguistics, and will be pursuing 

a Master’s in Aviation and Aerospace 

Management at Purdue University. 

She is currently working part-time with 

the Purdue provost’s office doing web 

development, and also as a Korean 

language tutor.

Michael Ooms ‘12 – Michael graduated 
from Purdue University in December with 
a degree in Movement and Sport Science. 
He was recently offered a position with 
Wabash Valley Alliance to work as a Case 
Manager with Tecumseh Jr. High students.

Melissa Freiser ‘12 – Melissa just 

graduated from Purdue University in 

Computer Graphics Technology. This 

August she will be moving to Stockholm, 

Sweden and pursuing a job in web 

development. 

Adrienne LaVelle ‘12 – Adrienne graduated from Purdue University in Industrial Engineering and is now working as a software consultant at QGenda in Atlanta. QGenda is a physician scheduling software for Anesthesia, Radiology, Cardiology, etc. 

Class Notes



Christin Norman (Keen) ‘12 – Christin 

graduated from Purdue University with 

a degree in Human Services in May. She 

participated in an internship at Matrix LifeCare 

Center this last semester and was later offered 

a position in Client Care. She got married in 

August of last year to “the greatest guy”!

Daniel DelaCruz ‘12 – Daniel is 

currently a co-op/intern for Robert 

Bosch GmbH process engineering in 

Charleston, South Carolina. He plans to 

pursue a degree Nuclear Engineering 

with a minor philosophy next May.

Thomas K. Fisher ‘12 – Thomas 

graduated from Purdue University with 

a degree in Agriculture Economics and 

Quantitative Analysis of Agricultural 

Markets. Out of agriculture and now and 

working as a Business Analyst at Stryker 

in Kalamazoo, MI, Thomas is very excited 

to begin his life with his fiancé, “some 

girl from CC (Elizabeth Bushman)”. 

Bryce Wang ‘12 – Bryce went to Fort Sill, 

Oklahoma after a year at Purdue for Basic Training 

in the Army. He passed out a week and a half 

before the end of Basic. ROTC then transferred 

him to the Oklahoma Medical Center where they 

discovered a germ cell brain tumor. 98% of it was 

resected and the rest is teratoma, which means 

that it shouldn’t grow. Bryce received treatment 

and therapy at Oklahoma Medical Center. It was 

decided that it would be best for his recovery to be 

in a ‘home setting’ and Bryce felt his call home to 

his Mom and Dad and returned to Indiana.

Lucia Corvalan ‘12 – Lucia graduated 

from Purdue with a degree in Speech 

and Hearing Science. In August she will 

be starting Grad School at Purdue for 

Speech Language Pathology. She is also 

engaged to Thomas C. Fisher and is 

excited to begin life as a married woman!

Lucy Han ‘12 – Lucy 

graduated from Johns Hopkins 

with a degree in Biomedical 

Engineering and a minor in 

Computational Medicine. 

Next year she will be working 

as a consultant for Booz Allen 

Hamilton in the DC area.

Paige Shiver ‘12 – Paige graduated from Purdue with a degree in Retail Management and is now living in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. There she works for a retail company that has stores throughout the southern United States, from Florida to Texas, all of which are dedicated to corporate marketing. 

Megan Blatchley ‘12 – Megan graduated from Purdue in elementary education and will be moving to Indianapolis to teach fourth grade!

Henry Williams ‘12 – After learning that he 

was not fond of his original major, industrial 

design, Henry took general education classes at 

Ivy Tech Community College. After finding his 

way, he embarked on a completely new journey 

and is now enrolled in a bachelor’s program 

in business and management at Corvinus 

University of Budapest. He said, “Unfortunately 

none of my credits have transferred so it’s going 

to be a while before I graduate, but it’s going 

to be a lot of fun over here in Hungary”. 

Walker Fiederlein ‘12 – Walker 

graduated from IU with a degree 

in exercise science and will 

be starting at the IU School of 

Dentistry in Indianapolis in July.

Malena de la Fuente ‘12 – Malena 

graduated from Princeton University in 

psychology with a minor in computer 

science. In August she will begin her 

career in New York as a software engineer.

Richard Trimble ‘12 – Richard has three 
classes to complete until he graduates with a 
bachelor’s from PNC/ Purdue. He majored in 
Business Management and minored in OLS. He 
is currently looking for jobs, but is not worried 
and is currently enjoying his life working in lawn 
care. He may eventually go into the Army to 
support our country after graduating, but is 
ready for any opportunity that life throws at him!

Ryan Brophy ‘12 – Ryan graduated 
from Marquette University in Milwaukee 
with a degree in Biomedical Engineering 
with a Biomechanical focus. He interned 
at Cook Biotech and is currently assisting 
in research at MU. 

Ryan Brophy ‘12 – Ryan graduated from Marquette University in Milwaukee with a degree in Biomedical Engineering with a Biomechanical focus. He interned at Cook Biotech and is currently assisting in research at MU. 

Dayton Snyder ‘12 – Dayton graduated 
from Case Western Reserve University with 
a degree in biomedical engineering. He 
will be attending Indiana University School 
of Medicine in Indianapolis this fall.

Ben Behnke ‘12 – Ben joined the Army 

and has been serving our country for two 

and a half years in which he was deployed 

to Iraq. He will be going overseas again this 

fall. Thank you so much for you service and 

our prayers are with you Ben!

Brian Anderson ‘12 – Brian 
graduated from IU with degrees 
in finance, economics, and public policy and will be moving to New York in July to start as an investment 
banker at a boutique M&A shop 
called Sagent Advisors.

Kelly Swift ‘12 – Kelly graduated from Ball 
State University in May with a degree in wildlife 
biology and conservation. She is now beginning 
her career as an interpretive naturalist for the 
national park service. This summer she will be 
working as a Ranger in Wind Cave National Park 
in South Dakota. Kelly is most excited to lead 
cave tours in the world’s most complex maze 
cave as well as develop evening programs, work 
with junior Rangers, work the front desk and lots 
more. To say the least, Kelly loves her job!

Annie (Ellis) Stoker ‘12 – Annie graduated from Purdue with a degree in Public Relations and Strategic Communication in December of 2015. She has been working in the Quality Control department of Endocyte in the Purdue Research Park and interning at a marketing firm in Downtown Lafayette called Treefrog. She also enjoys keeping up her fashion blog and continuing to make money and learn about social media strategy. She and her husband are expecting their first baby this December!

Class Notes
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Questions? Ideas? Updates?  

Contact WLSEF Director of Operations, Lindsay Walls at wlsef@wl.k12.in.us, (765) 269-4007

Don’t forget to show your  “RDP” 

and stay informed. Pay your 

Alumni Association dues today.

West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation

1130 N. Salisbury, West Lafayette, IN 47906

wlsef.org • 765-269-4007
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Like us on Facebook!  

www.facebook.com/wlsef

Follow us on Twitter! www.

twitter.com/wlsef

Save the Dates!

West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation Board of Directors

 Michael G. Pedley, President Kelly Alge, Vice President Mary Beth Whitman, Secretary  Sue Lasater, Treasurer

Beth Bangs, Eric Burns, Brad Cohen, Tracy Eaton, Hallie Gorup, Cassie Hilleboe, Jim MacDonald, Sally Miller, Kathy Parker, David Sanders,  
Tom Schott, Jeanie Shin, Jon Speaker, Geanie Umberger, Alyssa Wilcox, Rachel Witt, Dr. Rocky Killion (Ex-Officio)

Wall of Pride September 16th

Homecoming September 23rd

2017 Westside Story April 1st

ALUMNI TENT
Join us in the Alumni Tent on Friday, September 23rd at the Homecoming Tailgate! Visit with 

fellow alumni and receive great giveaways! Come for the fun and stay for the football game!

Date: Friday, September 23, 2016

Time: 6:30pm-7:30pm

Where: Cumberland Park Parking Lot
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